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Kiuntsli R. Problems and trends of spatial solutions of 
architectural environment in modern rural European 
communitie centers. The architectural spatial resolu-
tion of community centers in the countries of Old Europe 
has undergone evolution in its historical development 
that addressed the requirements of time and the com-
munity. This focus on community allowed the approach 
of optimal solutions in the design and reconstruction of 
the architectural environment community centers. The 
economic motivation, comfort, increasing of aesthetic 
demands and utilitarian needs of the community are all 
taken into account in the construction of new and recon-
struction of old village centers.
Another important issue which modern architects are 
working on is a weakening and reduction of the impact 
of urbanization on the rural environment, particularly 
in the architectural environment of its community center.

Keywords: community center, Europe, uniquely-univer-
sal value, anthropogenic, natural.

Кюнцлі Р. Проблеми та тенденції просторових 
вирішень архітектурного середовища сучасних 
сільських громадських центрів європейських кра-
їн. Архітектурно-просторові вирішення громад-
ських центрів у країнах Старої Європи пройшли 
процес еволюції у своєму історичному розвитку, 
який був зорієнтований на вимогу часу і громади. 
Саме орієнтація на громаду дозволила підійти до 
оптимальних вирішень у проектуванні та рекон-
струкції архітектурного середовища громадських 
центрів. Економічна вмотивованість, зручність, 
зростаючі естетичні вимоги та утилітарні потре-
би громади — усе враховано при побудові нових та 
реконструкції старих сільських центрів. 
Також важливою проблемою, над якою сьогодні 
працюють архітектори та дизайнери європейських 
країн, є послаблення та зменшення впливу процесу 
урбанізації на сільське середовище, зокрема на ар-
хітектурне середовище його громадського центру.

Ключові слова: громадський центр, країни Європи, 
унікально-універсальні співвідношення, антропоген-
не, природне.

Кюнцли Р. В. Проблемы и тенденции простран-
ственных решений архитектурной среды совре-
менных сельских общественных центров евро-
пейских стран. Архитектурно-пространственные 
решения общественных центров в странах Старой 
Европы прошли процесс эволюции в своем истори-
ческом развитии, который был ориентирован на 
требование времени и общества. Именно ориента-
ция на общество позволила подойти к оптималь-
ным решениям в проектировании и реконструкции 
архитектурной среды общественных центров. 
Экономическая мотивация, удобство, растущие 
эстетические требования и утилитарные нужды 
общины — все учтено при построении новых и ре-
конструкции старых сельских центров.
Также важной проблемой, над которой сегодня 
работают архитекторы и дизайнеры европейских 
стран, является проблема ослабления и уменьшения 
влияния процесса урбанизации на сельскую среду, в 
частности на архитектурную среду его обществен-
ного центра.

Ключевые слова: общественный центр, страны 
Европы, уникально-универсальные соотношения, ан-
тропогенное, естественно.

Formulation of the problem. Spatial solutions 
problems of rural community centers in European 
countries are closely linked to the problems of 
preserving traditional architectural environment as 
a work of art, and decreasing the negative effects of 
massive global urbanization.

In projects of European architects and designers 
we notice attempts to combine tradition with modern 
architectural spatial solutions, and return of the elements 
of the environment into anthropogenic space of rural 
community centers. Consider the basic methods and 
techniques to solve this problem by rural communities 
and the architectural design teams.

Analysis of recent research. The problem of 
architectural spatial development of rural community 
centers today is vividly discussed in artistic circles of 
Western Europe.

Markus Prackwieser [12] architect from Austria, 
Christian Shtauffenegger the  rm Stauffenegger + 
Stutz (Switzerland) [20], Architekturbüro “Krayer 
Architektur” (Switzerland) [9] architect Conrad 
Messner (Germany) [21] Firms Architekt Dost 
Architektur GmbH (Switzerland) [16], Albrecht 
Architekten AG SIA (Switzerland) [22], Architekten 
Hermann Kaufmann (Switzerland) [14], Schmid 
Schärer Architekten GmbH ETH SIA (Switzerland) 
[23], ZT GmbH Brenner + kritzinger architekten — 
Kappl (A) (Austria) [4], Austria-Architects Projekt 
(Austria) [15], Architekt büro Rossbach (Germany) 
[17] actively promote new artistic and spatial resolution 
of the architectural environment of rural centers that 
provide rural areas with possible relaxation of negative 
effects of urbanization.

Objectives. Despite the high level of civilization, 
architectural and engineering spatial environment of 
European villages, the issue of improving the comfort 
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of residence, working space, leisure and relaxation in the 
conditions of growing urbanization process became a 
priority of the architects and leadership in communities. 
Consider the main directions of solving these problems.

Main material. The question of improving 
operational aesthetic and artistic properties of 
architectural and spatial environment of rural 
community centers set by communities of Old Europe 
as a priority. In the course of this program architects 
solved equally important problems of harmonious 
coexistence of tradition and innovation, natural and 
anthropogenic.

Socio-political structure of Western Europe 
contributed to an active rural development, public 
welfare and their engineering infrastructure. For 
example, back in 1291 the Federal Statute of Swiss 
Confederation provided to communities the rights 
based on free brotherhood [2]. The communities were 
obliged to take care of the appearance of the village. 
The village was formed around the center, which was 
often united around small factories.

In Germany, Austria, Switzerland village center 
was usually formed in a small area near a church or 
small plants, bakeries, breweries or other. Buildings in 
the center of villages to this day keep national traditions 
typical for the region. Obligatory element of the central 
area was a water pump or concreted pond, which is 
 lled with spring waters. Roads paved with stones 
in the old fashion way when restoring damaged pre-
existing roads (Fig. 1).

Looking at examples of architectural and spatial 
solutions of rural community centers in European 
countries, one can note the basic principle observed 
when public buildings are raised. It’s the use of free 
planning, where one can use one volume for different 
institutions, which in turn, provides signi cant 
economic effect.

For example, after the restoration of the rural 
center, the architectural  rm Freie Architekten Haas + 
Haas placed in there the daycare with creative ranges, 
own kitchen, dining room and bedroom. There are also 
local governing body, youth club, and gymnastics, 
singing club, theater and commercial kitchen (Fig. 2).

The tasks set by the German community remains 
unchanged to this day: the village has historically 
established traditional architectural environment, 
characteristic spatial solution which is appropriate for 
this region. To date, several methods can be traced 
in design solutions and architectural environment of 
European reconstruction rural centers.

One of the methods relates to the conservation 
of the architectural renovation of its facility or in its 
original form to the attractiveness of the village in 
the tourist aspect. In this case, German architects are 
trying to keep the image created by generations intact. 
In the reconstruction of street networks and alleys of 
Heldburg (Germany) is used a muschelkalk. Sidewalks 
are paved at the same level as the road [17] to preserve 
the original look of the village (Fig. 3).

The second method, which can be seen in the 
reconstruction of architectural environment of rural 
community centers of Western Europe is the creation 
and improvement in the central part of the village area 
for recreation, communication and moving of public 
buildings on the background (Fig. 4).

The third method is the reconstruction with 
preservation of the original appearance of the village, 
using the old premises with buildings, castles, shops 
and cafeterias and medieval squares for cultural and 
entertainment events. Various decorative lighting of the 
buildings creates an atmosphere of the medieval city.

The adaptation of historic buildings to modern 
needs, creating the mysterious atmosphere of the 
Medieval Ages, combined with the comfort of the XXI 
century make Italy today a huge attraction to tourists by 
retaining colors and speci city of the millennial history 
of the country (Fig. 5).

The fourth method is the designing of the new 
community center in the city on the new building site 
(if allowed by town development) and also creating a 
new community center by expanding the community 
while joining villages. Here the architects have the 
opportunity to use the new approaches and modern 
architectural building solutions of community centers.

For example the Swiss  rm “Krayer Architektur” 
used this new approach to the original architectural and 
spatial resolution of community center designing the 
community center in the old village style (Fig. 6).

“The idea of town planning in the village of 
Daitingen comes from the style of village settlement 
(khutir)... Houses are dispersed both in and around the 
new village square. This open space in rural areas is a 
prerequisite for the further development of the village 
center” [9].

The upper  oors of the community center de-
signed to accommodate the elderly (18 apartments). 
Lower  oors are designed for public institutions, café, 
shop, post of ce and premises of Raiffeisen bank.

In the design of the new community centers, espe-
cially in tourist areas, we can trace modern architectural 
spatial solutions, which are interesting in its creativity 
and harmony of arti cially created forms with natural 
environment (Fig. 7).

The search for new architectural forms sometimes 
leads to unexpected and controversial architectural 
solutions, such as inclusion of modern forms in historic 
architectural environment of the village (Fig. 8).

In modern architectural spatial solutions of 
community centers attention of European architects 
paid  rst of all to the comfort of usage. Community 
Center of the village, as a center for cultural, 
administrative, social and business life begins to give 
place to the center of relaxation and recreation, which is 
characterized by the use of ponds and fountains, green 
spaces, cafeteria. Designer Christian Shtauffeniger 
(company Stauffenegger + Stutz (Switzerland)), 
called his architectural spatial resolution of the village 
center Riyen as “slacking center” [20], focusing on its 
recreational and relaxing destination.
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Fig. 1. Community centers of European villages (historically formed rural areas), left to right: village Gleichamberg 
(Germany), village Engadin village (Switzerland), Villigen (Switzerland)

Fig. 2. The renovated community center design by  rm Freie Architekten Haas + Haas. Gym club theater, 
commercial kitchen in one room in the community center before and after restoration

Fig. 3. The streets of the village Heldburg (Germany). Tiling street. General view

His unusual artistic term “slacking Center” can 
be described as characteristic of the development of 
rural centers in Old Europe of XXI century, which 
seeks the escape from megacities in rural recreation 
in particular.

A key element of the renewed village center Riyen 
are three linden trees with heart shaped leaves at the 
train station square. These trees serve as the sculptures. 
They are planted in the three-tiered elliptical shape 
containers made from light decorative stone.

In the center of the composition is a small pond 
1 centimeter deep. It re ects the top of trees and creates 
a charming play of light and shadow. The natural thirst 
for life is highlighted by three fountains that ripple 
circles on the surface.

This quiet poetic place overlooks the entire 
center of the village: other trees in the vicinity and are 
surrounded by elliptical disks with a wide brim as well, 
pleasant sitting area in a shopping district with written 
quotes of famous artists on the walls.
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Fig. 4. Project of community center in the village Lalden (Switzerland) and Mils (Austria). Project manager 
is architect Markus Prackwieser (Marcus Prakvizer). General view of the central part of the village

Fig. 6. Community Village Center Daitingen 
(Switzerland). General view. The prospect 

of the main street

Fig. 5. Villages of San Felice Circeo (Italy) and Dzhilyo Castello (Italy). 
General view of the central parts of villages. Photo by the author

Fig. 8. General view of Abfaltersbach’s village center 
(Austria)

This “Walk of Art” leads visitors and guests from 
the station through the center of the village to Beyeler 
Foundation.

The third element of the design is reddish carpet 
like masonry made of natural stone set in front of the 
shops and cafes. This leads to the creation of inter 
relaxed rhythm of road map including Shmidhasse 
Avenues, Veberheshen and streets of Vetshtaynshtrasse 
[20] (Fig. 9).

Civilization process of Old Europe brought up 
in its inhabitants genuine respect for the elderly. Each 

new village community center provides living space 
for older people. The community of the village places 
elderly conveniently closer to their medical staff, to 
create appropriate and favorable conditions of life 
and for better communicates among themselves. The 
elderly never placed on the remote edges of the village 
but in its center.

Village centers of Poland also facing the issue of 
update. However Poland is very active and successful in 
completing the process of joining the European cultural 
and artistic space. Trend of upgraded community 
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Fig. 7. Village Center of Grimseltor (Switzerland) (Project — Gschwind Architekten AG). Village center of Inertkirhen 
(Switzerland) by design bureau of Annen Architektur AG and by the company Met Architektur

Fig. 9. Riehen’s Village Center (Switzerland). Linden trees. Night view of the central part of the village

Fig. 11. Reconstruction of public buildings in the villages of Czech Republic

Fig. 10. Village Centers of Rekowo (Poland) and Zbylitowska Górza (Poland)
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centers aims mainly at creating the right conditions 
for relaxation and socializing and satisfaction of most 
urgent needs of the village: lighting, paving streets and 
squares etc. (Fig. 10).

The process of reconstruction of the historic vil-
lage centers is also relevant to the Czech Republic, a 
country rich in traditional architecture. Architect Jan 
Kruml [19] from the Association of Rural Development 
monitors the process of reconstruction of rural historic 
centers. Reconstruction of old buildings in the village, 
return to buildings features of traditional Czech archi-
tecture is an important task in the reconstruction of the 
historical village centers. (Fig. 11).

Conclusion. Analyzing the current trends in archi-
tectural spatial solutions of rural community centers in 
European countries one can observe a signi cant impact 
of urbanization in rural areas, resulting in a violation of 
the harmony of natural and anthropogenic. The stone 
buildings, paved roads and squares gradually replaced 
natural elements: plantations, ground cover and water, 
depriving the country of its main advantages over urban 
areas — close connection with the natural surroundings.

Gradual process of returning natural elements 
back to rural environment, reduction of the negative 
impacts of urbanization processes present in all spatial 
solutions of community centers. Intuitively sensing a 
lack of comfort and inner peace, architects and design-
ers seek to  ll the space with original stone art inter-
spersed with wildlife.

One particular feature should be noted in the proj-
ects of reconstruction of rural community it is the pres-
ervation of traditional architectural environment. Eu-
ropean countries traditionally still apply technique of 
transformation facilities for multi-use, and deployment 
of various institutions in the same building. The upper 
 oors of community center reserved for accommoda-
tion of elderly.

One of the major issues set for the local authorities, 
architects and designers in the post-Soviet countries is im-
proving the infrastructure and living comfort for the vil-
lagers. It should be noted that in these countries, as well as 
in the countries of Old Europe, there is a tendency of pro-
viding village centers with function of rest and relaxation 
to reduce the negative impacts of urbanization.
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